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Salter, Mayor. 


. N Tueſday, the 1 5th Day of April, 1740. 
11 and in the Thirteenth Year of the 
Reign of King George the Second, 

of Great-Britain, &c. | 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of 
— $ this Court be given to the Right 
Reverend Father in God, the Lord Biſhop 
1 of Briſtol, for his Sermon preached be- 
| fore this Court, and the Governors of 
= the feveral Hoſpitals of this Gity, at the 
= ”- Pariſh-Church of St. Bridget, on Monday 
a in Eafter-Week laſt, and that he be de- 

i "> fired to print the ſame. 


PROVERBS Xxii. 2. 


The Rich and Poor meet together : the 
Lord is the Maker of them all. 


HE Conſtitution of Things being ſuch, 

that the Labour of one Man, or the 

united Labour of ſeveral, is ſufficicnt 

| to procure more Neceſſaries than he or 

they ſtand in need of, which it may be ſuppoſed 

was, in ſome Degree, the Caſe, even in the firſt 1 

Ages; this immediately gave Room for Riches to | 

ariſe in the World, and for Mens acquiring them 

by honeſt Means; by Diligence, Frugality and 

prudent Management. Thus Some would very 

ſoon acquire greater Plenty of Neceſſaries than 

they had Occaſion for, And Others by contrary 

Means, or by croſs Accidents, would be in Want 

of them. And he who ſhould ſupply their Wants, 

would have the Property in a proportionable La- 

bour of their Hands ; which he would ſcarce fail 

to make Uſe of, inſtead of his own, or perhaps 

together with them, to provide future Neceſſaries 

in greater Plenty. . Riches then were firſt beſtowed 

upon the World, as they are till continued in it, 

by the Bleſſing of God upon the Induſtry of Men, a | 

in the Uſe of their Underſtanding and Strength. 1 2 9 
A 2 Riches 9 7 
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Riches themſelves have always this Source; tho? 
the Poſſeſſion of them is conveyed to particular 
Perſons by different Channels. Vet till, the hand 
of the diligent maketh rich*, and, other Circum- 
ſtances being equal, in Proportion to its Diligence, 

But to return to the firſt Rich Man ; whom 
we left in Poſſeſſion of Dependents, and Plenty 
of Neceſſaries for himſelf and them. A Family 
would not be long in this State, before Conveni- 
encies, ſomewhat Ornamental, and for Entertain- 
ment, would be wanted, looked for, and found 
out. And, by Degrees, theſe ſecondary Wants, 
and Inventions for the Supply of them, the Fruits 
of Leiſure and Eaſe, came to employ much of 
Mens Time and Labour. Hence à new Species 
of Riches came into the World, conſiſting of 
things which it might have done well enough 
without, yet thought deſirable, as affording Plea- 
ſure to the Imagination, or the Senſes, And 
theſe went on increaſing, till, at length, the Su- 
perfluities of Life took in a vaſtly larger Com- 
paſs of things, than the Necęſſaries of it. Thus 
Luxury made its Inroad, and all the numerous 
Train of Evils its Attendants ; of which Poverty, 
as bad an one as we may account it, is far from 
being the worſt, Indeed the Hands of the Gene- 
rality muſt be employed : and a very few of them 
would now be ſufficient to provide the World with 
Neceſlaries : and therefore the reſt of them muſt 
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be employed about what may be called Superflui- 
ties; which could not be, if theſe Superfluities 
were not made Uſe of. Yet the Deſire of ſuch 
things, inſenſibly, becomes immoderate, and the 
Uſe of them, almoſt of Courſe, degenerates into 
Luxury ; which, in every Age, has been the 
Diſſipation of Riches, and, in every Senſe, the 
Ruin of thoſe who were poſſeſſed of them: and 
therefore cannot be too much guarded againſt by 
all opulent Cities, And as Men fink into Luxury, 
as much from Faſhion, as direct Inclination, the 
richer Sort together may eaſily reſtrain this Vice, 
in almoſt what Degree they pleaſe : and a few of 
the chief of them may contribute a great deal 
towards the reſtraining it. 

'Tis to be obſerved further concerning the Pro- 
greſs of Riches, that had they continued to con- 
ſiſt only in the Poſſeſſion of the things themſelves, 
which were neceſſary, and of the things themſelves, 
which were, upon their own Account, otherwiſe 
deſirable ; this, in ſeveral Reſpects, muſt have 
greatly embarraſs'd Trade and Commerce ; and 
have ſet Bounds to the Increaſe of Riches in all 
Hands, as well as have confined them in the 
Hands of a few. But, in Proceſs of Time, it was 
agreed to ſubſtitute ſomewhat more laſting and 
portable, which ſhould paſs every where, in 
Commerce, for real natural Riches ; as Sounds 
had before, in Language, been ſubſtituted for 
Thoughts. And this general Agreement (by 

what 
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what Means ſoever it became general) that Money 
ſhould anſwer all things, together with ſome other 
Improvements, gave full Scope, for Riches to in- 
creaſe in the Hands of particular Perſons, and like- 
wiſe to circulate into more Hands. Now this, 
tho' it was not the firſt Origin of Covetouſneſs, 
yet it gives greater Scope, Encouragement and 
Temptation to Covetouſneſs than it had before, 
And there is moreover the Appearance, that this 
artificial Kind of Riches, Money, has begot an 
artificial Kind of Paſſion for them : both which 
Follies well-diſpoſed Perſons muſt, by all means, 
endeayour to keep clear of, For indeed the Love 
of Riches is the root of all evil» : tho! Riches 
themſelves may be made inſtrumental in pro- 
moting every thing that is good. 

The Improvement of Trade and Commerce 
has made another Change, juſt hinted at, and I 
think a very happy one, in the State of the 
World, as it has enlarged the middle Rank of 
People: many of which are, in good Meaſure, 
free from the Vices of the higheſt and the loweſt 
Part of Mankind. Now theſe Perſons muſt re- 
member, that whether, in common Language, 
they do, or do not, paſs under the Denomina- 
tion of Rich, yet they really are ſo, with Re- 
gard to the Indigent and Neceſſitous: and that 
conlidering the great Numbers which make up 


d 1 Tim, vi. 10. 


this 
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this middle Rank among Us, and how much 
they mix with the Poor, they are able to contri- 
bute very largely to their Relief, and have in all 
Reſpects a very great Influence over them. 

You have heard now the Origin and Progreſs 
of what this great City ſo much abounds with, 
Riches ; as far as I had Occaſion to ſpeak of theſe 
things. For this brief Account of them has been 
laid before you for the Sake of the good Admo- 
nitions it afforded. Nor will the Admoniticns 
be thought foreign to the Charities, which we 
are endeavouring to promote, For Theſe muſt 
neceſſarily be lefs, and the Occaſions for them 
greater, in Proportion as Induſtry ſhould abate, 
or Luxury increaſe, And the Temper of Cove- 
touſneſs is, we all know, directly contrary to 
that of Charity, and eats out the very Heart of 
it. Then, laſtly, There are good Sort of People 
who really want to be told, that They are inclu- 
ded in the Admonitions to be given to the Rich, 
tho' they do ſee Others richer than themſelves. 

The Ranks of Rich and Poor being thus form- 
ed, they meet together ; they continue to make 
up one Society, The mutual Want, which they 
ſtill have of each other, ſtill unites them inſepa- 
rably, But they meet upon a Foot of great In- 
equality. For, as Solomon expreſſes it in brief, 
and with much Force, the rich ruleth over the 
Poor ©, And this their general Intercourſe, and 
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Superiority on one hand, and Dependence on the 
other, are in no ſort accidental, but ariſe neceſ- 
ſarily from a ſettled providential Diſpoſition of 
things, for their common Good, Here then is a 
real, ſtanding Relation between the Rich and 
the Poor. And the former muſt take Care to 
perform the Duties belonging to their Part of 
it, for theſe chiefly the preſent Occaſion leads 
me to ſpeak to, from Regard to Him, who 
placed them in That Relation to the Poor, from 

whence thoſe Duties ariſe, and who 7s the Maker 
of them all. 

What theſe Duties are, will eaſily be ſeen, and 
the Obligations to them ſtrongly enforced, by a 
little further Reflection upon both theſe Ranks, 
and the natural Situation which they are in with 
Reſpect to each other. 

The lower Rank of Mankind go on, for the 
moſt Part, in ſome Tra& of Living, into which 
they got by Direction or Example; and to this 
their Underſtanding and Diſcourſe, as well as 
Labour, are greatly confined. Their Opinions 
of Perſons and Things they take upon Truſt, 
Their Behaviour has very little in it original or 
of Home-growth ; very little which may not be 
traced up to the Influence of Others, and leſs 
which is not capable of being changed by ſuch 

Influence. Then as God has made plentiful Pro- 
viſion for all his Creatures, the Wants of all, 
even of the pooreſt, might be ſupplied, ſo far 
as 
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as tis fit they ſhould, by a proper Diſtribution 
of it. This being the Condition of the lower 
Part of Mankind, confider now what Influence, 
as well as Power, their Superiors muſt, from the 
Nature of the Caſe, have over them. For they 
can inſtil Inſtruction, and recommend it in a pe- 
culiar Manner by their Example, and enforce it 
ſtill further with Favour and Diſcouragement of 
various Kinds, And Experience ſhews, that they 
do direct and change the Courſe of the World as 
they pleaſe. Not only the civil Welfare, but 
the Morals and Religion of their Fellow-creatures, 
greatly depend upon them; much more than 
they would, if the common People were not 
greatly wanting to their Duty. All this is evi- 
dently true of Superiors in general ; Superiors in 
Riches, Authority, and Underſtanding, taken to- 
gether. And need I ſay how much of this whole 
Superiority goes along with Riches ? Tis no ſmall 
Part of it, which ariſes out of Riches themſelves. 
In all Governments, particularly in our own, a 
good Share of civil Authority accompanies them. 
Superior natural Underſtanding may, or may not: 
but when it does not, yet Riches afford great Op- 
portunities for Improvement, and may command 
Information; which things together are equivalent 
to natural Superiority of Underſtanding. 

But I am ſure you will not think, I have been 
reminding you of theſe Advantages of Riches in 
Order to beget in you that Complacency and 

B Truſt 
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Truſt in them, which you find the Scripture every 
where warning you againſt. No : The Impor- 
tance of Riches, this their Power and Influence, 
affords the moſt ſerious Admonition in the World 
to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of them. For it 
ſhews, how very highly blameable even their 
Careleſſneſs in the Uſe of that Power and Influ- 
ence muſt be: ſince it muſt be blameable in a 
Degree proportienate to the Importance of what 
they are thus careleſs about. 

But it is not only true, that the Rich have the 
Power of doing a great deal of Good, and muſt 
be highly blameable for neglecting to do it: but 
it is moreover true, that this Power is given them 
by way of Truſt, in order to their keeping down 
that Vice and Miſery, with which the lower 
People would otherwiſe be quite over-run. For 
without Inſtruction and good Influence They, of 
courſe, grow rude and vitious, and reduce them- 
ſelves to the utmoſt Diſtreſſes; often to very ter- 
rible ones without deſerving much Blame. And 
to theſe muſt be added their unavoidable Diſtreſſes, 
which yet admit of Relief. This their Caſe plain- 
ly requires, that ſome natural Proviſion ſhould be 
made for it: as the Caſe of Children does, who 
if left to take their own Ways, would almoſt in- 
fallibly ruin themſelves, Accordingly Providence 
has made Proviſion for this Caſe of the Poor : 
not only by forming their Minds peculiarly apt to 
be influenced by their Superiors, and giving thoſe 

Superiors 
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Superiors Abilities to direct and relieve — but 


alſo by putting the latter under the Care ny: Pro- 


tection of the former: for this is plainly done, by 
Means of that Intercourſe of various Kinds be- 
tween them, which, in the natural Courſe of 
things, is unavoidably neceſſary, In the primi- 
tive Ages of the World, the Manner in which the 
rich and the poor met together, was in Families. 
Rich Men had the Poor for their Servants : not 
only a few for the Offices about their Perſons, 
and for the Care of what we now call domeſtick 
Affairs; but great Numbers alſo for the Keeping 
of their Cattle, the Tillage of their Fields, for 
working up their Wool into Furniture and Veſt- 
ments of neceſſary Uſe as well as Ornament, and 
for preparing them thoſe many things at Home, 
which now paſs through a Multitude of unknown 
poor Hands ſucceſſively, and are by them prepared, 
at a Diſtance, for the Uſe of the Rich. The In- 
ſtruction of theſe large Families, and the Over- 
ſight of their Morals and Religion, plainly be- 
longed to the Heads of them. And that obvious 
Humanity, which every one feels, muſt have in- 
duced them to be kind to all whom they found un- 
der their Roof, in Sickneſs and Old-age. In this 
State of the World, the Relation between the 
Rich and the Poor could not but be univerſally 
ſeen and acknowledged. Now indeed it is leſs 
in Sight, by Means of artificial Methods of car- 
rying on Buſineſs, which yet are not blamable. 

B 2 But 
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But the Relation ſtill ſubſiſts, and the Obligations 
ariſing out of it; and cannot but remain the 
ſame, whilſt the Rich have the ſame Want of 
the Poor, and make the ſame Uſe of them, tho' 
not ſo immediately under their Eye; and whilſt 
the Inſtruction, and Manners, and good or bad 
State of the Poor, really depend in ſo great a De- 
gree upon the Rich, as all theſe things evidently 
do; partly in their Capacity of Magiſtrates, but 


very much alſo in their private Capacity. In 


ſhort, He who has diſtributed Men into theſe 
different Ranks, and at the ſame Time united 
them into one Society, in ſuch Sort as Men are 
united, has, by this Conſtitution of things, for- 
mally put the Poor under the Superintendency 
and Patronage of the Rich. The Rich then are 
charged, by natural Providence, as much as by 
revealed Appointment, with the Care of the Poor : 
not to maintain them idle; which, were it poſ- 
ſible they could be ſo maintained, would produce 
greater Miſchiefs than thoſe which Charity is to 
prevent; but to take Care, that they maintain 
themſelves by their Labour, or in caſe they can- 
not, then to relieve them; to reſtrain their Vices, 


and form their Minds to Virtue and Religion. 


This is a Truſt, yet it is not a Burthen, but a 
Privilege, annext to Riches. And if every one 
diſcharged his Share of the Truſt faithfully, what- 
ever be his Share of it, the World would be quite 


another Place from what it is. But that cannot 
, . be, 
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be, till Covetouſneſs, Debauchery, and every Vice 
be unknown among the Rich. Then, and not 
before, will the Manners of the Poor be, in all 
Reſpects, what they ought to be, and their Di- 
ſtreſſes find the full Relief, which they ought to 
find. And, as far as things of this Sort can be 
calculated, in Proportion to the right Behaviour 
of Perſons whom God has placed in the former 
of theſe Ranks, will be the right Behaviour and 
good Condition of thoſe, who are caſt into the 
latter. Every one of Ability then is to be per- 
ſuaded to do Somewhat towards this, keeping up 
a Senſe of Virtue and Religion among the Poor, 
and relieving their Wants; each as much as he 
can be perſuaded to. Since the Generality will 
not part with their Vices, it were greatly to be 
wiſhed, they would bethink themſelves, and do 
what Good they are able, ſo far only as is con- 
ſiſtent with them. A vitious Rich Man cannot 
paſs through Life without doing an incredible 
deal of Harm, were it only by his Example and 
Influence; beſides neglecting the moſt important 
Obligations, which ariſe from his ſuperior For- 
tune, Vet ſtill, the leſs he neglects them, the 
leſs ſhare of the Vices and Miſeries of his In- 
feriors, will lie at his Door: the leſs will be his 
Guilt, and Puniſhment. But conſcientious Per- 
ſons of this Rank muſt revolve again and again 
in their Minds, how great the Truſt is, which 
God has annext to it. They muſt each of them 

conſider 
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conſider impartially, what is his own particular 
Share of that Truſt ; which is determined by his 
Situation, Character, and Fortune together : and 
then ſet himſelf to be as uſcful as he can, in thoſe 
particular Ways, which he finds thus marked out 
for him. This is exactly the Precept of St. Peter“; 
As every man hath received the gift, even ſo mini- 
ter the ſame one to another, as good ſtewards of the 
manifold grace of God. And as Rich Men, by a 
right Direction of their greater Capacity, may in- 
title themſelves to a greater Reward; ſo by a 
wrong Direction of it, or even by great Negli- 
gence, they may become partakers M other mens 
fins, and chargeable with other Mens Miſeries. 
For if there be at all any Meaſures of Propor- 
tion, any ſort of Regularity and Order in the 
Adminiſtration of things, 'tis ſelf-evident, that 
* unto whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall much 
be required : and to whom much is committed, of 
him ſhall more be demanded. 

But ſtill tis to be remembred, that every Man's 
Behaviour is his own Concern, for every one muſt 
give account of his own Works; and that the 
lower People are very greatly to blame in yielding 
to any ill Influence, particularly following the ill 
Example of their Superiors ; tho' theſe are more 
to blame in ſetting them ſuch an Example, For, 
as our Lord declares, in the Words immediately 


4 1Pet, iv. 10. '* 1 Tim. v. 22, Luke xii. 48. 


preceding 


— 


he LORD-MAYOR, &c. 


——— 


preceding thoſe juſt mentioned, * that ſervant 
ae hich knew his Lord's will, and prepared not him- 
ſelf, neither did according to his will, ſhall be beaten 
with many ſtripes. But he that knew not, and 
did commit things worthy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten 
with few ſtripes. Vice is itſelf of Ill-deſert, and 
therefore ſhall be puniſhed in All; though its Ill- 
deſert is greater or leſs, and ſo ſhall be its Puniſh- 
ment, in Proportion te Men's Knowledge of God 
and Religion: But 'tis in the moſt literal Senſe 
true, that he who knew not his Lord's will, and 
committed things worthy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten, 
though with few ſtripes. For it being the Diſ- 
cernment, that ſuch and ſuch Actions are evil, 
which renders them vitious in him who does 
them, Ignorance of other things, though it may 
leſſen, yet it cannot remit the Puniſhment of ſuch 
Actions in a juſt Adminiſtration, becauſe it cannot 
deſtroy the Guilt of them: much leſs can cor- 
rupt Deference and Regard to the Example of 
Superiors in Matters of plain Duty and Sin, have 
this Effect. Indeed the loweſt People know very 
well, that ſuch ill Example affords no Reaſon 
why they ſhould do ill; but they hope it will be 
an Excuſe for them, and thus deceive themſelves 
to their Ruin: which is a very forcible Reaſon 


why their Superiors ſhould not lay this Snare in | 
their Way, 
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All this approves itſelf to our natural Under- 
ſtanding; though it is by means of Chriſtianity 
chiefly, that it is thus enforced upon our Con- 
ſciences. And Chriſtianity, as it is more than a 
Diſpenſation of Goodneſs, in the general Notion 
of Goodneſs, even a Diſpenſation of Forgiveneſs, 
of Mercy and Favour on God's Part, does in a 
peculiar Manner heighten our Obligations to Cha- 
rity among ourſelves, In this was manifeſted the 
love of God towards us,—that he ſent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our fins. Beloved, if God fo 
loved us, we ought alſo to love one another ®, With 
what unanſwerable Force is that Queſtion of our 
Lord to be applied to every Branch of this Du- 
ty, Shouldſt not thou alſo have compaſſion on thy 
fellow-ſervant, even as I had pity on thee? : And 
can there be a ſtronger Inducement to endeavour 
the Reformation of the World, and bringing it 
to a Senſe of Virtue and Religion, than the Aſ- 
ſurance given us, that he which converteth a ſinner 
from the error of his way, and, in like manner, 
he alſo who preventeth a Perſon's being corrupted, 
by taking care of his Education, hall ſave a foul 
from death, and ſhall hide a multitude of fins? * 

Theſe things lead us to the following Obſerva- 
tions on the ſeveral Charities, which are the Occa- 
ſion of theſe annual Solemnities. 
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1. What we have to beſtow in Charity being 
a Truſt, we cannot diſcharge it faithfully, with- 
out taking ſome Care to ſatisfy ourſelves in ſome 
Degree, that we beſtow it upon the proper Ob- 
jets of Charity. One hears Perſons complaining, 
that 'tis difficult to diſtinguiſh, who are ſuch ; 
yet often ſeeming to forget, that this is a Reaſon 
for uſing their beſt Endeavours to do it. And 
Others, make a Cuſtom of giving to idle Vaga- 
bonds : a Kind of Charity, very improperly ſo 
called, which one really wonders People can al- 
low themſelyes in; merely to be relieved from 
Importunity, or at beſt to gratify a falſe Good- 
nature, For they cannot but know, that it is, 
at leaſt, very doubtful, whether what they thus 
give, will not immediately be ſpent in Riot and 
Debauchery. Or ſuppoſe it be not, yet ſtill they 
know, they do a great deal of certain Miſchief, 


by encouraging this ſhameful Trade of begging in 


the Streets, and all the Diſorders which accom- 
pany it. But the Charities towards which I now 
aſk your Aſſiſtance, as they are always open; ſo 
every one may contribute to them with full Aſſu- 
rance, that he beſtows upon proper Objects, and 
in general that he does more good, than by equal 
Sums given ſeparately to particular Perſons. For 
that theſe Charities really have theſe Advantages, 
has been fully made out, by ſome who have gone 
before me in the Duty I am diſcharging, and by 
the Reports annually publiſhed at this Time. 
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Here the Report annexed was read. 


Let us thank God for thoſe Charities, in Be- 
half of the Poor; and alſo on our own Behalf, 
as they give us ſuch clear Opportunities of doing 
good. Indeed without them, Vice and Miſery, 
of which there is ſtill ſo much, would abound fo 
much more, in this populous City, as to render it 
ſcarce an habitable Place. 

2. Amongſt the peculiar Advantages of publick 
Charities above private ones, is alſo to be me 


tioned, that they are Examples of great Influ- 


ence. They ſerve for perpetual Memorials of 
what I have been obſerving, of the Relation 
which ſubſiſts between the Rich and the Poor, 
and the Duties which ariſe out of it. They are 
ſtanding Admonitions to all within Sight or Hear- 
ing of them, to go and do hkewiſe,) Educating 
poor Children in Virtue and Religion, Relieving 
the Sick, and Correcting Offenders in order to 

their Amendment, are, in themſelves, ſome of 
the very beſt of good Works. Theſe - Charities 
would indeed be the Glory of your City, though 
their Influence were confined to it. But impor- 
tant as they are in themſelves, their Importance 
ſtill increaſes, by their being Examples to the 
reſt of the Nation ; which, in Proceſs of Time, 
of courſe copies after the Metropolis, It has in- 


1 Luke x. 37. 
deed 
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deed already imitated every one of tlieſe Charities: 
for of late, the moſt difficult and expenſive of 
them, Hoſpitals for the Sick and Wounded, have 
been eſtabliſhed ; Some within your Sight, Others 
in remote Parts of the Kingdom. You will give 
me Leave to mention particularly That in its ſe- 
cond trading City ; which is conduQted with ſuch 
diſintereſted Fidelity and Prudence, as I dare ven- 
ture to compare with yours“. Again, there are 
particular Perſons very blameably unactive and 
careleſs, yet not without good Diſpoſitions, who, 
by theſe Charities, are reminded of their Duty, 
and m provoked to love and to do good works. And 
let me add, though one is ſorry any ſhould want 
ſo light a Reaſon for contributing to the moſt 
excellent Deſigns, yet if any are ſuppoſed ro do 
ſo merely of courſe, becauſe they fee others do it, 
ſtill they help to ſupport theſe Monuments of 


* As it is of very particular Benefit to thoſe, who ought always 
to be looked upon with particular Favour by us, I mean our Sea- 
men; ſo likewiſe it is of very extenſive Benefit to the large Tracts 
of Country Weſt and North of it. Then the medicinal Waters 
of the City, render it a ſtill more proper Situation for an Infirmary. 
And fo likewiſe does its Neighbourhood to the Bath-hoſpital. For 
it may well be ſuppoſed, that ſome poor Objects will be ſent thither, 
in hopes of Relief from the Bath-wwaters, whoſe Caſe may after- 
wards be found to require the Aſſiſtance of Phyſick or Surgery: 
and on the other hand, that ſome may be ſent to our Infirmary for 
Help from thoſe Arts, whoſe Caſe may be found to require the 
Bath waters. So that if J am not greatly partial, the Bri/ol-infir- 
mary as much deſerves Encouragement, as any charitable Founda- 
tion in the Kingdom, 


= Heb. x. 24. 
C 2 Charity, 
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Charity, which are a continued Admonition to 
the Rich, and Relief to the Poor: And herein 
all good Men rejoice, as St. Paul ſpeaks of him- 
ſelf in a like Caſe, yea, and will rejoice." 

3. As all human Schemes admit of Improve- 
ment, all publick Charities, methinks, ſhould be 
conſidered as ſtanding open to Propoſals for it ; 
that the whole Plan of them, in all its Parts, may 
be. brought to as great Perfection as is poſſible. 
Now it ſhould ſeem, that employing ſome Share 
of the Childrens Time in eaſy Labour, ſuitable to 
their Age, which is done in Some of our Charity- 


Schools, might be done in moſt Others of them, 


with very good Effect; as it is in All thoſe of a 
neighbouring Kingdom. Then as the only Pur- 
poſes of Puniſhments leſs than capital, are to re- 
form the Offenders themſelves, and warn the In- 
nocent by their Example, every thing which 
ſhould contribute to make this Kind of Puniſh- 
ments anſwer theſe Purpoſes better than it does, 
would be a great Improvement. And whether it 
be not a thing practicable, and what would con- 
tribute ſome what towards it, to exclude utterly 
all ſorts of Revel-mirth from Places where Offen- 
ders are confined, to ſeparate the Young from the 
Old, and force them Both, in Solitude, with La- 
bour and low Diet, to make the Experiment, how 
far their natural Strength of Mind can ſupport 
them under Guilt and Shame «nd Poverty; this 


n Phil. i. xvii. 


may 
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may deſerve Conſideration. Then again, ſome 
religious Inſtruction particularly adapted to their 
Condition, would as properly accompany thoſe 
Puniſhments which are intended to reform, as it 
does capital ones. God forbid that I ſhould be 
underſtood to diſcourage the Proviſion which is 


made for it in this latter Caſe : I heartily wiſh it 


were better than it is; eſpecially ſince it may well 
be ſuppoſed, as the State of Religion is at preſent 
among us, that ſome condemned Malefactors 
may have never before had the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel] enforced upon their Conſciences. But 
ſince it muſt be ackowledged of greater Conſe- 


quence, in a religious, as well as civil Reſpect, 


how Perſons live, than how they die; it cannot 
but be even more incumbent on us, to endeavour, 


in all Ways, to reclaim thoſe Offenders, who are 


to return again into the World, than thoſe who 
are to be removed out of it: and the only effe- 
ctual Means of reclaiming them, is to inſtil into 
them a Principle of Religion, If Perſons of Au- 
thority and Influence would take things of this 
and a like Kind under their Conſideration, they 
might perhaps ſtill improve thoſe Charities; which 
are already, I truly believe, under a better Ma- 
nagement than any other of ſo large a Compaſs 
in the World. But 

4. With regard to the two particular Branches 
of them laſt mentioned, I would obſerve, that 
our Laws and whole Conſtitution, civil and eccle- 


ſiaſtical, 
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ſiaſtical, go more upon Suppoſition of an Equa- 
lity amongſt Mankind, than the Conſtitution and 
Laws of other Countries. Now this plainly re- 
quires, that more particular Regard ſhould be had 
to the Education of the lower People, than in 
Places, where they are born Slaves of Power, and 
to be made Slaves of Superſtition, It is, I ſup- 
poſe, acknowledged, that They have greater Liber- 
ty here, than they have any where elſe in the 
World. But unleſs Care be taken for giving them 
ſome inward Principle to prevent their abuſing 


this greater Liberty which is their Birth-right, can 


we expect it will prove a Bleſſing to them? or 
will they not in all Probability become more dif. 
ſolute, or more wild and extravagant whatever 
wrong Turn they happen to take, than People of 


the ſame Rank in other Countries ? 


5. Let me again remind you of the additional 
Reaſon, which Perſons of Fortune have to take 


particular Care of their whole Behaviour, that it 
be in all Reſpects good and exemplary, upon 
Acccount of the Influence which it will have 
upon the Manners of their Inferiors. And pray 
obſerve how ſtritly this is connected with the 
Occaſion of our preſent Meeting ; how much 


your good Behaviour in private Life, will contri- 


tribute to promote the good Deſign of all theſe 
Charities, and how much the contrary would tend 


to defeat it, and even to produce the Evils which 


They 


— 
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Theyare intended to prevent or to remedy. What- 
ever Care be taken in the Education of theſe poor 
Children at School, there is always Danger of 
their being corrupted, when they come from it. 
And this Danger is greater, in Proportion to the 
greater Wickedneſs of the Age they are to paſs 
through. But if, upon their coming abroad into 
the World, they find the Principles of Virtue and 
Religion recommended by the Example of their 
Superiors, and Vice and Irreligion really diſcoun- 
tenanced, this will confirm them in the good 
Principles in which they have been brought up, 
and give the beſt Ground to hope, they will never 
depart from them. And the like is to be ſaid of 
Offenders, who may have had a Senſe of Virtue 
and Religion wrought in them, under the Diſci- 
pline of Labour and Confinement. Again; Diſſo- 
lute and debauched Perſons of Fortune, greatly in- 
creaſe the general Corruption of Manners; and this 
is what increaſes Want and Miſery of all Kinds. 
So that they may contribute largely to any or all 
of theſe Charities, and yet undo but a very ſmall 
Part of the Miſchief which they do, by their Ex- 
ample, as well as in other Ways. But ſtill the 
Miſchief which they do, ſuppoſe by their Ex- 
ample, is an additional Reaſon why they ſhould 
contribute to them; even in Juſtice to particular 
Perſons, in whoſe Ruin they may have an un- 
known Share of Guilt ; or however in Juſtice 

to 
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to Society in general : for which they will deſerve 
Commendation, how blameable ſoever they are 
for the other. And indeed amidſt the dark Pro- 


ſpe& before us, from that Profligateneſs of Man- 
ners, and Scorn of Religion, which ſo generally 


abound, this good Spirit of Charity to the .Poor 
diſcovering itſelf in ſo great a Degree, upp theſe 
Occaſions, and likewiſe in the late ne us 
Time, even amongſt Perſons far from being blame- 
leſs in other Reſpects; this cannot but afford 
Hopes, that we are not given over by Providence, 
and alſo that they themſelves will at length con- 
ſider, and not go on contributing, by the Exam- 


ple of their Vices, to the Introduction of that 


Diſtreſs, which they ſo commendably relieve, by 


their Liberality. 


To conclude, Let our Charity towards Men 
be exalted into Piety towards God, from the ſeri- 
ous Conſideration, that we are all his Creatures ; 


a Conſideration which enforces That Duty upon 


our Conſciences, as we have any Regard to Him, 
This Kind of Adjuration, and a moſt ſolemn one 
it is, one often hears profaned by a very unworthy 
Sort of People, when they aſk Relief for God's 


Safe. But ſurely the Principle itſelf, which con- 


tains in it every thing great, and juſt, and good, 
is grievouſly forgotten among us. To relieve 
the Poor for God's Sake, is to do it in Conformity 
to the Order of Nature, and to His Will, and 
| 2 His 
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His Example, who is the Author and Governor 
of it ; and in thankful Remembrance, thar all we 
have is from His Bounty. Tis to do it, in His 
Behalf, and as to Him, For he that hath pity 
upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lordo: And our 
Saviour has declared, that he will take as given to 
himſelf, what 1s given in a well-choſen Charity ?. 
Laſtly, Tis to do it under a Senſe of the Account 
which will be required of what is committed to 
our Truſt, when the rich and poor, who meet 
Here upon Terms of ſo great Inequality, ſhall 


meet Hereafter upon a Level, before Him who 


is the Maker of them all. 


Prov. xix. 17, Matth. xxv. 40. 
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A True REPORT of the great Number of 
Poor Children, and other Poor People, Main- 
tain'd in the ſeveral HospiTALs, under 
the Pious Care of the LORD-MAVYOR, 


Commonalty, and Citizens of - the City of 
LoNnDoON, the Year laſt paſt. 


Cars T?s Hoſpital, 


Hildren put forth Apprentices, and diſcharged 

out of Chriſt's Hoſpital the Year laſt paſt 136; 

Nine whereof being inſtructed in the Mathe- 
maticks and Navigation, were placed forth Appren- ) 136 
tices to Commanders of Ships, out of the Mathema- 
tical- School, Founded by his late Majeſty King| 
CHARLEs the Second of Bleſſed Memory. | 

Children Buried the Year laſt paſt — 27 
Children now remaining under the Care and Charge 8 
138 


of the ſaid Hoſpital, which are kept in the Houſe 
and at Nurſe elſewhere, 1020; and 118 newly ad- 
mitted; amounting in all to 

The Names of all which are Regiſtered in the Books kept 
in the ſaid Hoſpital, and are to be ſeen, as alſo when and 
whence they were admitted. 

That the Revenue of the Hoſpital having greatly ſuffered 
by ſeveral dreadful Fires in and about Lendon, and otherwiſe, 
and the Governors having been at vaſt Expence, for accom- 
modating poor Orphans, in Purchaſing and Building of con- 
venient Houſes, or Nurſerics, at Hertford and Ware for their 
Reception, and in maintaining of Maſters, Uſhers, and other 
proper Officers there: And the Sick Ward in the ſaid Hoſpi- 
tal having by length of Time become ruinous, and in great 
danger of falling, hath unavoidably occaſioned the rebuilding 
of the ſame, which has been finiſhed at a very great Expence 
of the Money of the ſaid Hoſpital : And the annual Increaſe 
of Children having made it abſolutely neceſſary for the Go- 
vernors to engage in the new building of two additional 
Wards for the ſaid Childrens Reception, which ſaid Buildings. 
have been likewiſe finiſhed at the like Charge and Expence of 
the ſaid Hoſpital: And the Hoſpital's Revenue, without ca- 
ſual Benefactions, being not ſufficient to defray the Charge of 
maintaining ſo large a Number of Children as they do, toge- 
ther with the great Expence of the ſaid new Buildings. It 

; 1s 
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is therefore to be hoped, and wiſhed for, that in regard to a 
Work ſo Charitable, Uſeful, and Commendable ; being for 
the Relief of neceſſitous Orphans and Infants, the Advance- 
ment of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Good of the King- 
dom ; all Charitable and Worthy Good Chriſtians will rea- 
dily and Ar, contribute to the Support and Encourage- 


ment of ſo good and pious a Work. 


St. Bax THOLOMEW?'s Hoſpital. 


Here have been Cur'd and Diſcharged from St. 
Bartholomew's Hoſpital, the Year laſt paſt, of 
Wounded, Maimed, Sick and Diſeaſed Perſons out 
of this great City and other Parts of his Majeſty's Do- 906 
minions and Foreign Parts 4896, many of them re- 409 
lived with Money and other Neceſſaries at their Diſ- 
charge to accommodate them in their Return to their 
ſeveral Habitations, 
Buried this Year after much Charge in their Illneſs 349 
Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the hs 8 
Hoſpital, 73 
So that there are and have been under the Care of 
5983 


the ſaid Hoſpital, the Year laſt paſt, of Poor, Sick, 

and Lame Perſons, deſtitute of all other Relief, in all 
This Hoſpital having happily eſcaped the great Fire of the 
City of London, the Buildings thereof were by length of Time 
become very ruinous and dangerous; for which Reaſon the 
Governors, by a voluntary Subſcription amongſt themſelves 
and other charitable Perſons, have already new built and fi- 
niſh'd one Pile of Building, conſiſting of a large Hall for the 
Reſort of the Governors at general Courts, a Compting- 
Houſe for the meeting of Committees of Governors for the 
Diſpatch of the Buſineſs of the Hoſpital, ſeveral Rooms for 
the examining, taking in, preſcribing for, and diſcharging of 
Patients, and other neceſſary Offices regarding the Poor ; 
and have alſo new built, and near finiſhed and furniſhed, 
another Pile of Building conſiſting of Twelve Wards, to hold 
Two Hundred Beds for the Poor and their Nurſes, And as 
moſt of the old Wards are likewiſe become very ruinous, 
the Governors, encouraged by the many charitable Donations 
already given, entertain Hopes of a Continuance thereof, to 
forward ſo good a Deſign, by enabling them not only to fi- 
niſh and furniſh the preſent new Pile of building for Pa- 
tients, but alſo to attempt the building another Pile of Build- 
ing for the ſame good Uſe, according to a Plan prepared for 
that Purpoſe, which will * the whole Hoſpital, when 
2 com- 
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compleated, more regular and more uſeful, and make Room 
for the Reception of a greater Number of Patients, 

But as it is impoſſible for the Governors to finiſh that Un- 
dertaking without the liberal Contributions of pious and well- 
diſpoſed Perſons ; and for that the conſtant annual Charge of 
Maintaining and Relieving the great Number of Poor now in 
the Hoſpital, much exceeds the Revenue thereof, the chari- 
table Aſſiſtance of all Perſons diſpoſed to encourage ſo Bene- 
ficial Helps to the Poor, are humbly deſired to enable the 
Governors as well to ſupport the preſent Charity as to accom- 
pliſh the further Enlargement thereof, a Charity very neceſ- 
ſary for preſerving the Lives of ſo many miſerable People, 
who would otherwiſe periſh, were it not for the Relief which 


by the Bleſſing of God, they daily receive from the ſaid 
oſpital, | 


St, THOMAS“ Hoſpital. 


JL have been Cured and Diſcharged from 

St. Thomas's Hoſpital in Southwark, this laſt 

Year, of Wounded, Maimed, Sick and Diſeaſed Per- 

ſons 6057, many of whom have been relieved with } 6057 
Money and Neceſſaries at their Departure to accom- 
modate and ſupport them in their Journies to their 
ſeveral Countries and Habitations _ 


Buried from thence this Year, after much Charge 6 
in their Sickneſs — — — : 

Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the ſaid 
Hoſpital — — — : 733 


So that there are and have been this Year, of poor 
miſerable Objects under the Cure of the ſaid Hoſpital, >7071 
and deſtitute of other proper Cure, inall — — 

The Numbers of Perſons conſtantly relieved in this Hoſpital 
being ſo large as from the above and other annual Accounts 
_— the Proviſions of Food and Phyſick, and the Care of 
able Phyſicians and Surgeons and other requiſite Aſſiſtance, 
occaſion a great and continual Expence, and the Hoſpital alſo 
frequently _ large Repairs and Rebuildings, the whole 
certain Revenue falls extremely ſhort of defraying the neceſ- 
fary Charges ; and yet by the — of Pious and well-diſpoſed 
Perſons, this Charity has not only been long Supported, but 
much Enlarged. It is therefore humbly recommended to Per- 
ſons alike Pious and Benevolent, that they will be pleaſed to 
enable the Governors, by Charitable Contributions, to go on 
in relieving the Diſtreſſes of the Maimed and Diſeaſed ; Say 
- OY may be preſerv'd and made uſeful Members of the 

u 
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BraioDeweLL Hoſpital, 


Eceived this laſt Year into the Heſpital of Bride 
well, Vagrants and other indigent and miſerable 
eople, all which have had Phyſick, and ſuch other» 380 
Relief, at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, as their 
Neceſſities required — — — 
Maintained in the ſaid Hoſpital, and brought up in 


divers Arts and Trades at the only Charge of the ſaid 
Hoſpital, Apprentices — — — 


BETRHLZ M Hoſpital. 


1 into the Hoſpital of Bethlem this laſt 
Vear, diſtracted Men and Women 

Cured of their Lunancy, and Diſcharged thence the 
ſaid Year, ſeveral of which were Relieved with Cloath- a 119 
ing and Money at their Departure — — 

Diſtracted Perſons Buried the laſt Vear, after much 
Charge beſtowed upon them in their Lunacy and þ 49 
Sickneſs 

Now remaining in the ſaid Hoſpital under Cure, and 
provided for with Phyſick, Diet, and other Relief, at > 225 
the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital — — 

Beſides which, divers Perſons who have been Cured in the 
ſaid Hoſpital, are provided with Phyſick, as Out- Patients, 
at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, to prevent a Return of 
their Lunacy. 

The Particulars of all which may be ſeen in the Books of 
the ſaid Hoſpital. 

There are generally above 200 Diſtracted Perſons main- 
tained in the Hoſpital of Bethlem, and though new Patients 
are from time to time admitted in the Room of thoſe, who, 
by the Bleſſing of God, are Cured and Diſcharged; yet there 
continual Applications made to the Governors for Admiſſion 
of others; and in order to make Room for ſuch as may pro- 
bably be reſtored to their Senſes, the Governors are obliged 
to reject, and turn out many, who, upon Examination, or 
aſter ſome time of Tryal, appear to be Incurable, and whoſe 
Caſe is therefore the more Deplorable, as to themſelves, and 
oſten Dangerous to others. 

Some Benefactions having been lately given to the Gover- 
nors of Bethlem Hoſpital, to be applied to the Uſe of Incurable 
Lunaticks, and the Governors having obtained a Grant from 
the City of ſome additional Ground in Moor fields. Two 
Buildings have been erected and finiſhed, the one at the _ 
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End of the ſaid Hoſpital for Incurable Men- Patients, and the 
other at the Weſt End for Incurable Women-Patients ; and 
there are already 85 admitted. But inaſmuch as the annual 
Revenues of the ſaid Hoſpital do not near anſwer the preſent 
annual Charge, there will be no Means of Supporting an ad- 
ditional Expence of Incurables, without the Contribution of 
charitable Perſons ; and this ſeems to be the only NECEs88ARY 


CHARITY for which a PROVISION is wanted in this 
Noble CITY, | 


London Work-Houſe. 


A true Account (for the Year laſt paſt) of the 
WORK-HOUSE in B:/hopſgate-Street, Erected 
purſuant to an Act of Parliament made in the 
13th and 14th Years of the Reign of King 
CHARLES II. which Account ends the 
25th of March, 1740. 


Hildren in the Houſe at Lady-Day, 1739 — 70 
Since admitted — — 34 
104 


Diſcharged and put ſorth Apprentice, or to Service 1 
in ſeveral good Families | c 3 


Buried — eee 8 8 
Remaining at Lach- Day, 1740 — — 7 — 
104 


Theſe are religiouſly educated, according to the Uſage of 
the Church of England; and are employed in ſpinning Wool, 
ſewing and knitting: They are dicted and cloathed, and duly 
taken Care of in Sickneſs : They are taught to read, write, 
and caſt account, whereby they are qualified for Services and 
honeſt Employ ments; and have Money given with them 
when put forth Apprentice, if Benefactor's or Freemen's 


Children of the City of Londen, 


Vagabonds, 
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grants and diſorderly Perſons, duly committed in 


Veen, Beggars, pilfering and other young Va- 
the Year laſt paſt, were 303, and 51 remained 8 4 


Lady-Day, 1739 — — 
Diſcharged — — — 308 
Buried — — ven 
Remaining at Lady-Day, 1740 — — — 40 


354 


Theſe Vagabonds, Beggars, &c. have proper Relief, and 
are Employed in beating Hemp and waſhing Linnen ; whom 
by God's Bleſſing and theſe Means, have been brought to a 
right Senſe of their Crimes ; and many of them have reform- 
ed, and uſed an honeſt Induſtry afterwards for their Liveli- 
hoods, 

Of the Children here educated ſince the Year 1701, there 
hath been diſcharged and placed forth Apprentices to Officers 
of Ships, to Trades, and to Service in ſeveral good Families, 
(beſides thoſe mentioned in the preſent Account) two thouſand 
ſix hundred and forty ; and within that time eighteen thouſand 
ſix hundred and forty-five Vagabonds, Beggars, &c, (among 
which were ſeveral notorious Impoſtors, pretending to be 
lame, dumb and blind). have been committed, and puniſhed 
with Confinement and hard Labour in the manner above- 
mentioned. 

Of the Children there has died three hundred and three, 
and of the Vagabonds two hundred and two, 

The Children and all others in this Work-Houſe, are re- 
quired to attend Divine Service Morning and Evening, which 
(in a convenient Place) is there regularly and duly performed, 


Y the aforementioned Act of Parliament, Power is grant- 

ed for the Preſident and Governours of this Corpora- 
tion, (without Licence in Mortmain) to purchaſe or receive any 
Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, not exceeding the 
yearly Value of three thouſand Pounds, of the Gift, Aliena- 
tion or Deviſe of any Perſon or Perſons; or any Goods, 
Chattels, or Sums of Money whatſoever, to be applied to 
the Uſes aforeſaid, - But as yet the preſent real Eſtate belong- 


ing to the ſaid Corporation (beſides the Ground on which the 
Works 


» 
2 = 
w * * — — 


WES 


WoRKk-iHousr is ſituate) amounts to little more than one 

hundred Pounds per Aunum; and the neceſſary Expence far 

| exceeding the yearly Indonie, has very much increaſed the 
A Debts of the Houle, and prevented the farther good Deſigns 

intended thereby : It is. therefore humbly hoped, good and 
well-diſpoſed-Perſons will be pleaſed to encourage and chari- 
tably aſſiſt this moſt uſeful and beneficial. Work ; that ſo, for 
the future, it may be rendered more ſerviceable to the Publick, 
and carried on with greater Succeſs : By which means poor 

deſtitute Children will be Educated, Maintained, and Employ- 
ed, and kept from the Diftreſs and Miſeries thoſe ſuffer who 
want ſuch an Education : And pilfering and other ſtrolling 
Vagrants, "ſturdy - Beggars, lewd Night-walkers, and ſuch 
other idle diſorderly Perſons, being puniſhed with Confine- 
ment and hard Labour, (may from thoſe evil and very per- 
_ Practices) be er corrected, reſtrained, ane re- 
orm 3 a 


N. B. By a late 15 of Parliament, this Corporation can * 
receive: no ita help by. . Tenements, and mow» 


Fans. . 
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